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The NMRA's Turntable is a monthly publication that, like a railroad turntable,
will lead you in several directions on the internet.

This e-publication is a collection of railroad and model railroad videos, podcasts, websites, and/or other
information freely available on the internet that we think may be of interest to you. The NMRA claims no
ownership of this information, nor do we endorse its creators or their websites. The NMRA Turntable will
not promote individuals or their for-profit ventures.
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Jay and Brook Qualman | Millord, Michigan

%

Jay & Brook Qualman’s Michigan Lines

Jay and Brook Qualman started building the layout in 2007 and they have
been working on the railroad ever since. Brook Qualman (MMR® #665)
earned her Master Model Railroader® certificate in the process of creating
this awesome layout with her husband Jay. The layout models the
Michigan area in the 1950s and many, many structure models represent
actual buildings in towns dear to them during that period. You really should
make time to visit this special historical look at this area of Michigan that
they have created with this exquisite HO scale model railroad! This is but
one of many layouts that will be on tour during the 2025 NoVI NMRA
Convention next month.

More information on the list of layouts on tour during the convention
can be found here.
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https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1111139991619/b982f1ff-19a8-4504-890b-7f0a032f2bca
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https://nmra2025.com/layout-tours/
https://nmra2025.com/layout-tours/
https://nmra2025.com/layout-tours/
https://youtu.be/6HQbaXc_ZzQ
https://youtu.be/6HQbaXc_ZzQ
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Northbrook Raliroad

Northbrook Rallroad

An Amazing O scale 3-rail layout. Full scenery and beautifully weathered
equipment. This is one of the layouts that will be on tour during the NoVI
2025 Convention.

More information on the list of layouts can be found here.

All About Boxcars Part 2
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AII About Boxcars Part 2

In this Part 2 of a two-part series, Tim (Seaboard Central) gives a detailed
look at the various kinds of boxcars that can be found on today's railroads.



https://youtu.be/6HQbaXc_ZzQ
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In the previous Part 1 of this two-part series on Boxcars, Tim talked about
how they were similar but different in many ways. In that video items
discussed were characteristics, distribution and typical commodities

transported in boxcars.

The Master Builder - Cars Certificate

NMRA ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM
MASTER BUILDER - CARS

The Master Builder - Cars Certificate

Interested in working towards the NMRA's AP certificate for Master Builder
- Cars? Follow along as Timothy Horton reviews the requirements for this

certificate and how he earned his.

DCC Shop HO Athearn SP GP40P-2 Part 1
Replacing a Tsunami with a LokSound!



https://youtu.be/Ai7OjX_3mYA
https://youtu.be/Ai7OjX_3mYA
https://youtu.be/nJLGt26myV0
https://youtu.be/nJLGt26myV0
https://youtu.be/6dR1YDtcQ2U
https://youtu.be/6dR1YDtcQ2U

Replacing a Tsunami with a LokSound!
The Athearn Genesis GP40P-2 is a highly detailed and accurate model of
an unusual Southern Pacific prototype.

This model is new enough to have come from the factory with a
SoundTraxx Tsunami 2 sound decoder, but old enough to have bulbs for
lights.

Since Daniel Cortopassi has standardized on Loksound DCC and sound
decoders for all his model train locomotives, he wanted to replace the
Tsunami in this engine.

Another goal is to replace the bulbs with LEDs and to make some of the
model's non-working lights operational.

If you want to see how to improve an already very nice model, be sure to
follow along as Dan works his magic on this engine!

Painting Rails The Right Way

222z,

Painting the rails on your model railroad might sound like an easy job but
it can quickly degenerate into a sticky mess with paint hopelessly dried on
everything and your switch points permanently stuck together. However,
with a little preparation you can prevent a lot of headaches and finish with
a paint job that will leave your track looking like the real thing. In this video



https://youtu.be/6dR1YDtcQ2U
https://youtu.be/6dR1YDtcQ2U
https://youtu.be/c391iyIHJa0
https://youtu.be/c391iyIHJa0

Larry Puckett shows you his tips and tricks for getting it done the right
way.

Review: Aurora Miniatures
Greenbrier 7550 cf 60' Plate F Boxcar
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Review: Greenbrier 7550 cf 60’ Plate F Boxcar

Today is the unboxing and review of another Aurora Miniatures model, a
Greenbrier 7550 cubic ft 60" Plate F High Cube boxcar in the LRS
(Laurinburg and Southern Railroad) livery. This model has amazing print
detail, rotating roller bearing caps, and a very striking blue paint.

Achievement Program

Introduction



https://youtu.be/p3qZzN1P14I
https://youtu.be/p3qZzN1P14I
https://youtu.be/DEAxkirI-ic
https://youtu.be/DEAxkirI-ic

he NMRA -A chievement Program

This is a clinic given by Tom Oxnard of the Northeastern Region,
Seacoast Division last year on the AP. So, what is the AP?

The NMRA Achievement Program (AP) is a guide to help you on your
journey through the world of model railroading. The AP provides incentive
to learn and master the many crafts and skills necessary in the hobby of
model railroading. With the mastery of each skill, you will be issued a
certificate acknowledging your achievement. There are three groups of
awards within the AP - the Golden Spike Award, the AP Certificates
program, and the Master Model Railroader® Award. All awards earned in
the Achievement Program are recognized in the NMRA Magazine.

Getting involved in the AP is incredibly easy - you just decide to do it! If
you are not yet involved, to start you off on the right foot we suggest you
contact your local division AP manager. Most divisions list that person in
their contact list. Alternatively, you can visit the AP Staff Roster page to
find contact information for your Regional AP Manager or contact the
National AP Manager.

Official YouTube Channel for the NMRA

The National Model Railroad Association - NMRA

@NMRAonline - 5.27K subscribers - 390 videos

Official YouTube channel for the National Model Railroading Association (NMF ...more 3

Home  Videos Live Playlists Community
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Richard Frazier What Happens To i Byme Blumenstein and Scott i Dave Ackman Creating 3D i Grouper, covering member dues
Your Model Layout and Trains Whe... Kramer NoVI 2025 Structures Without Learning CAD... through health coverage!
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Measuring Tools for Photo Interpretation
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James Whatley Update On Photo i Lloyd Henchey Scenery Pillar 2 i Joseph Giunto The One Town i Craig Mackie How to Train Your
Interpretation for Model Makers... Vegetation 202403 NMRAx Approach 202403 NMRAx Crew 202403 NMRAXx

@NMRAonline

Official YouTube channel for the National Model Railroading Association
(NMRA). The channel contains over 390 videos covering a wide range of
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subjects including how-to projects, railroad history, prototype and model
railway operations, and many more subjects. More videos are being
added to the collection all the time, mostly through the NMRAXx online
video presentations that take place every month. Take a look and see
what has been added recently!
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Save z & Learn Skills With Old Kits

Older HO Kits and Train Set Cars can be built into credible HO models
with some detailing. By searching out information from out of publication
magazines like Rail Model Journal and finding older cars and kits at swap
meets or garage sales you'll see (or remember) how fun the hobby can
be. Build unique cars and learn new skills without worrying about "New
Products", "Order Deadlines", or "Cancellations"

Operations, Yard Work & Future Plans

SOCAL SCALE MODELS



https://youtu.be/qK35eAvBymk
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https://youtu.be/XD9XggINx74

It's time to take it easy and do some yard work. Talk about the future of the
layout and how best to balance model railroading and making YouTube
videos.
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Shunters’ Truck

Great Western Rilwa Shunters’ Trucks

In today's video, we take a look at the Great Western Railway's shunter's
trucks. One of these cars can be found in the Great Western STEAM
Museum in Swindon, England.

Distant Signals, Holdouts & Other
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https://youtu.be/XD9XggINx74
https://youtu.be/XD9XggINx74
https://youtu.be/3WBo-NitaKc
https://youtu.be/3WBo-NitaKc
https://youtu.be/XTbwbv941Fg
https://youtu.be/XTbwbv941Fg

§ Distant To Orange Heighis

Northward Intermediate (ABS) Signal

Distant Signals, Holdouts & Other Railroad Secrets

A question from a viewer prompted Danny Harman to take a day long trip
out to the main lines to try and explain what some of these railroad terms
are.

"

Last Semaphore Signals on an Active Main Line?

The Last Semaphore Signals?
See some of the remaining semaphore signals still in use on the former

ATSF Raton Subdivision in northeast New Mexico. It is the final stand for
these classic signals on a main line railroad.
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F=% Kevin Guthrie N-Scale Coal Hauling

Amazing videos of Kevin Guthrie's N-Scale Chessie System. A coal
focused layout with actual loading and unloading facilities. This is one of
the layouts that will be on tour during the NoVI 2025 Convention.

More information on the list of layouts can be found here.

National Model Railroad Association
2025 National Convention & Train Show

NMRA2025.COM "
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2025 NMRA National Convention
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Model Contests and Display Areas

NMRA Model Contest

As part of a National Convention, STATION No. VI will be hosting the annual NMRA Model Contest in the St.
Clair conference room for those that wish to enter a model into this contest. Detailed information and
room schedule is on our NMRA Model Contest page.

STATION No. VI Model Display Area

If you would like to display a model, but are not interested in getting it judged for an NMRA award or
points, we've got you covered at STATION No. VI! In Ballroom C, we’ll have several model railroads dis-
plays/operating plus many tables for model displays. There will be several different categories, so your
model will need to be placed at the proper table.

People’s Choice Model Contest

If you're displaying your model in the Model Display Area in Ballroom C, you can fill out a form and your
model will be entered into the People’s Choice Model Contest. The convention attendees will get to vote on
their favorite models in each category. Awards will be given for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in each category,
plus the 1st and 2nd place winners will receive gift certificates of $100 (1st) and $50 (2nd) from the spon-
sor of that category. Yes, we're getting manufacturer sponsors for each category and they will give out
these certificates to the winners!

Models will need to be brought to the room on Tuesday and picked up on Friday evening! People’s Choice
Model Contest winners will be announced at the Friday Night Pizza Party. There is no additional charge to
bring in and display a model and you can display as many as you wish! The one and only restriction: you
cannot enter the People’s Choice Model Contest and the NMRA Model Contest with the same model. You
must choose one or the other for your model. You can enter different models in each contest if you wish (a
locomotive in the NMRA Model Contest and a different locomotive in the People’s Choice Model Contestis
OK to do!).

To register for the People’s Choice Model Contest, please print out the following form, fill it out, and bring it
with your model to the Model Display Area in Ballroom C.

People’s Choice Model Contest Entry Form

NMRA Model & Photo Contest Schedule

Activities within the NMRA Model & Photo Contest room (St. Clair conference room) will be con-
ducted during the following timeframes. The only exception is The NMRA Model Contest Clinic,
which will be conducted in one of the clinic rooms, per details defined in the convention timetable.

Monday, July 14
1pm to 6pm - St. Clair conference room - Model and photo entry.

Tuesday, July 15
9am to 11:30am - St. Clair conference room - Model and photo entry. All contest entries
must be received by 11:30am!
1pm to 2pm - Model evaluation clinic (check the Agenda for the clinic location).
2pm to 6pm - St. Clair conference room - Contest model and photo evaluation.

Wednesday, July 16
9am to Noon - St. Clair conference room - Model viewing, score sheet review, and Meet the
Model Builder (contest participants discussing their modeling techniques with interested
attendees).
1pm to 4pm - St. Clair conference room - NMRA Magazine model photographs (room closed
to attendees).
4pm to 7pm - St. Clair conference room - Model and photo retrieval. All contest room entries
must be picked up by 7pm!

Thursday, July 17
10am to 11am - St. Clair conference room - Awards presentation.

NMRA Model & Photo Contests

We encourage all folks interested in the NMRA’s achievement program to bring models and photos
to the NMRA Model & Photo Contests. Merit awards, place awards, and manufacturer-sponsored
awards will be presented to participants. Model evaluators and contest staff will be available
throughout the week to assist modelers in building better models, from construction to detailing,
painting, weathering, and prototype conformance.

In addition to your models, you’ll need a couple of forms to accompany each item. One form is for
modeler entry information (Form 901) and the second, for model description and evaluation (Form
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902). Both forms are avallable on the NMRA website (www.nmra.org/education), along with infor-
mation of how your models will be evaluated. NOTE: The NMRA Photo Contest only uses a Form 901
for each photo entered, NOT a Form 902!

Much of that information will be reiterated at the convention during a Tuesday afternoon clinic. All
those participating in the NMRA model contest, from those entering models to those evaluating
them, are encouraged to attend this presentation and discussion. Check the Agenda for the clinic
time and place.

Contest staff will also be available throughout the week to assist those participating in the achieve-
ment program and interested only in Merit Award evaluation and documentation completion for
their models.

NMRA Contest Forms - Entry Form 901, Model Contest Scoring Sheet Form 902

Note that only the NMRA Model Contest requires the additional Form 902 for scoring
purposes. All other NMRA contests Photo, Arts & Crafts, Railroad Pass, etc., only require
an Entrant Form 901 for each entry in the NMRA Contest.

NMRA Judged Railroad Pass Contest
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1 Definition - Competitive event for entrant-made railroad
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Additional Requirements - In addition to the general require-
ments listed under General Contest information the following
also apply.

Two (2) entries are required for each pass in order to show
both sides of each pass entered.

CONDITIONS

This pass is not transferable. If presented by any other person, |
the pass will be lifted and fare collected, such person may be

' Any type of railroad pass is eligible in the form of a business

! card of flash card size. All other forms, letters, documents,

1 the exclusion of a revenue passenger. The user expressly as- | stock certificates, etc. will not be allowed and will only be ac-
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Company from all liability therefore. As a condition to s issue, it
is declared by the user that such user is not prohibited by law
from receiving free transportation, and further that the pass will |

A Contest Entry Form #901 will need to be filled out for each
Wi st et s e b i s A entry.
Sample of a Railroad Pass

be lawfully used
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NMRA Judged Photo Contest

Definition - Competitive event for photographs: all entries are judged by a team of experienced judg-
es using a ranking system that is explained in the National Photo Contest Judging Guidelines.

Additional Requirements - In addition to the general requirements listed under the General Contest
information the following also apply.

Photos produced using either film or digital cameras are permitted.

Each entrant shall be limited to a maximum of ten (10) entries with a maximum of five (5) entries in

one category. A Contest Entry Form #901 will need to be filled out for each entry.

Prints shall be mounted on flat, rigid board or matted with similar material. No folders or glass
frames are allowed. Photo and mount shall not exceed 12" x 16" (30cm x 40cm) in size. Minimum
mount size is 8" x 10" (20cm x 25cm) and minimum print size is 5" x 7" (13cm x 18cm).

A Panorama print photograph will be defined as any photo whose width exceeds the dimensions
listed above by a factor of two, three, or four (such as 5" x 14", 5" x 21", 5" x 28") and is limited in

height to 8".

Prints shall have entrant's name on the back. Prints may be titled on the front. Prints with entrant's
name on the front will not be accepted.

Exposure of the original photo must have been made by the entrant and cannot have won a first
place at any previous National Convention.

Categories - Each entry shall be placed in one of the following categories:

a. Model - Black & White Print

b. Model - Color Print

c. Prototype - Black & White

d. Prototype - Color

g. Display Only - Not to be judged

e. Working on the Railroad
f. Panorama Print

Photo Contest Judging Guidelines

The procedure used for judging the photo contest and an explanation of
what the judges will be looking for in general.
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Q NMRA members can log in and click on the Benefits tab to view
the NMRA Partnership Program. Please patronize all of our
partners for some fantastic discounts as an NMRA member!

18Ten Designs

Bespoke Rail

CatzPaw Innovations

CB Train Junction

Clever Models, LLC

CMR Products, LLC

Coastmans Scenic Products

Composite Designs, Inc.

Conowingo Models

Cowcatcher Magazine

Dark Sky Modules, LLC

Daylight Sales (Merchandise)

Deepwoods Software

Deluxe Materials

Diorama Hobbies

Dwarvin Enterprises, Ltd

East Coast Circuits

*East Plaines Weathering Co.*

Enterprise and National Car
Rental Services

Evan Designs

EZTronic

Feight Studios

Fusion Scale Graphi

Gatorfoam

Golden Spike Hobbies

Great Decals!

Green Frog Productions

Highways and Byways Model
Railroad Graphics

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

Hot Wire Foam Factory
Ipswich Hobbies
ITLA Scale Models
K.1.S.S Method, Inc.
Klawndyke
LaBelle Woodworking Co.
LARC Products
Leavin’ A Mark Engraving
Lineside Details
Logic Rail Technologies
MAC Rail
Marker Tree Creations
Micro-Mark
Mid-South Hobbies
Mine Mount Models, LLC
Miniprints
Mississippi Agriculture
& Forestry Museum
Model Train Catalogue
Modelers Decals & Paint
Motrak Models
Model Rectifier Corp (MRC)
MrTrain.com
Mudd Creek Models
New Creations Victorian
Railroad Buildings
Nick and Nora Designs
Northlandz

NScale Works by Mike Holly

[ New Partners in RED* ]

Old Depot Gallery

Old West Scenery

*Precision Model Railroad*

R & J Details

R. Duck Woodkits, LLC and

R. Duck Locomotive Works

*RailroadKits & Microlumina*

RAM Track

RR-CirKits

Scale Model Plans

Scale Railroad Models

Scenery Solutions

Showcase Miniatures

T-Trak by Denniston

Team Track Models

The Model Railroad Benchwork
Store

The N Scale Architech

The Old Depot Gallery

Third & Townsend Models

Tichy Train Group

Touch of the Brush Model
Weathering

Train Installations, LLC

Train Show, Inc.

Trainmasters TV/Model
Railroad Hobbyist Store

TRAINZ.com

TSG Multimedia

UGEARS

USA Airbrush Supply/
Badger Airbrush

Wallace Locomotive Works

White Rose Hobbies, LLC

WiFi Model Railroad, LLC

Yelton Models

June 2025

Partnership Program Member List
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Journey’s End
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ivision Business s omson s cocs v
ing into the station to make its last stop
for 2024. But before we disembark, I'd
like to thank everyone who'’s made these
bi hly journcys possible. First, thank
you to all the authors and newsletter edi-
tors who've provided the content that
makes up this column. Without you, I'd
literally have nothing to say!

Next, big thanks to NMRA MLiGAzINE
Editor Cinthia Pricst, who makes this and
every column and article in cvery issuc
look and read so well.

Also, big thanks to pmotrudu\ Bob
Hans, Laura Hughes,

Lloyd Thompson, and Jim Wilson,
make grammatical and spelling errors dis-
appear like magic.

‘Then there’s the “Poster Boy,” Chuck
Diljak, MMR¥. He’s the guy who extracts
and retormats the articles trom the news-
letters 1 feature and posts them on the

NMRA.org website for you to read.
] e N M RA Finally, thank you to all of you for

reading the column and for taking the time

to email me with your comments and sug-
gestions for improving it.

From my family to yours, may 2025

. e . . bring peac lnpp health, and a bet-
Region & Division News by Jim Zinser, MMR® wevadd rarell |

Division Business Car Archives

Previous issues of the NMRA Turntable are available on the Turntable Archives page.
You must first log in as a member at: nmra.org After you are in the members-only
section, then you must hover over 'Publications' on the menu bar, then 'NMRA Turntable',
and then click on one of the list of back issues.

Editor: Paul Voelker, HLM

Executive Editor: Rick Coble

The NMRA Turntable is an official monthly production of the National Model Railroad Association, Inc. Publishing Department
(Riley Triggs Manager). Its purpose is to introduce NMRA members to a selection of instructional videos and online
publications that they may find of interest. If you know of an NMRA member who is not receiving this mailing, please direct
them to here to update their email address. If you no longer wish to receive these mailings, please don't mark them as
SPAM. Instead, click the Safe Unsubscribe link at the bottom of this page. ©2021 National Model Railroad Association, Inc.,
P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy TN 37384.
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