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Jay and Brook Qualman started building the layout in 2007 and they have
been working on the railroad ever since. Brook Qualman (MMR® #665)
earned her Master Model Railroader® certificate in the process of creating
this  awesome  layout  with  her  husband  Jay.  The  layout  models  the
Michigan area in the 1950s and many, many structure models represent
actual buildings in towns dear to them during that period. You really should
make time to visit this special historical look at this area of Michigan that
they have created with this exquisite HO scale model railroad! This is but
one of  many layouts that  will  be on tour during the 2025 NoVI NMRA
Convention next month.

More information on the list of layouts on tour during the convention
can be found here.
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An Amazing O scale 3-rail layout. Full scenery and beautifully weathered
equipment. This is one of the layouts that will be on tour during the NoVI
2025 Convention.

More information on the list of layouts can be found here.

In this Part 2 of a two-part series, Tim (Seaboard Central) gives a detailed
look at the various kinds of boxcars that can be found on today's railroads.
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In the previous Part 1 of this two-part series on Boxcars, Tim talked about
how they were similar  but  different  in  many ways.  In  that  video items
discussed  were  characteristics,  distribution  and  typical  commodities
transported in boxcars.

Interested in working towards the NMRA's AP certificate for Master Builder
- Cars? Follow along as Timothy Horton reviews the requirements for this
certificate and how he earned his.
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The Athearn Genesis GP40P-2 is a highly detailed and accurate model of
an unusual Southern Pacific prototype.

This  model  is  new  enough  to  have  come  from  the  factory  with  a
SoundTraxx Tsunami 2 sound decoder, but old enough to have bulbs for
lights.

Since Daniel Cortopassi has standardized on Loksound DCC and sound
decoders for  all  his model  train locomotives,  he wanted to replace the
Tsunami in this engine.

Another goal is to replace the bulbs with LEDs and to make some of the
model's non-working lights operational.

If you want to see how to improve an already very nice model, be sure to
follow along as Dan works his magic on this engine!

Painting the rails on your model railroad might sound like an easy job but
it can quickly degenerate into a sticky mess with paint hopelessly dried on
everything and your switch points permanently stuck together. However,
with a little preparation you can prevent a lot of headaches and finish with
a paint job that will leave your track looking like the real thing. In this video
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Larry Puckett shows you his tips and tricks for getting it  done the right
way.

Today is the unboxing and review of another Aurora Miniatures model, a
Greenbrier  7550  cubic  ft  60'  Plate  F  High  Cube  boxcar  in  the  LRS
(Laurinburg and Southern Railroad) livery. This model has amazing print
detail, rotating roller bearing caps, and a very striking blue paint.
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This  is  a  clinic  given  by  Tom  Oxnard  of  the  Northeastern  Region,
Seacoast Division last year on the AP. So, what is the AP?

The NMRA Achievement Program (AP) is a guide to help you on your
journey through the world of model railroading. The AP provides incentive
to learn and master the many crafts and skills necessary in the hobby of
model  railroading.  With the mastery of  each skill,  you will  be issued a
certificate acknowledging your achievement.  There are three groups of
awards  within  the  AP  -  the  Golden  Spike  Award,  the  AP  Certificates
program, and the Master Model Railroader® Award. All awards earned in
the Achievement Program are recognized in the NMRA Magazine. 

Getting involved in the AP is incredibly easy - you just decide to do it! If
you are not yet involved, to start you off on the right foot we suggest you
contact your local division AP manager. Most divisions list that person in
their contact list. Alternatively, you can visit the AP Staff Roster page to
find  contact  information  for  your  Regional  AP Manager  or  contact  the
National AP Manager.

Official YouTube channel for the National Model Railroading Association
(NMRA). The channel contains over 390 videos covering a wide range of
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subjects including how-to projects, railroad history, prototype and model
railway  operations,  and  many  more  subjects.  More  videos  are  being
added to the collection all  the time,  mostly  through the NMRAx online
video presentations that  take place every month.  Take a look and see
what has been added recently!

Older HO Kits and Train Set Cars can be built into credible HO models
with some detailing. By searching out information from out of publication
magazines like Rail Model Journal and finding older cars and kits at swap
meets or garage sales you'll see (or remember) how fun the hobby can
be. Build unique cars and learn new skills without worrying about "New
Products", "Order Deadlines", or "Cancellations"
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It's time to take it easy and do some yard work. Talk about the future of the
layout and how best to balance model railroading and making YouTube
videos.

In today's video, we take a look at the Great Western Railway's shunter's
trucks.  One of  these cars can be found in the Great  Western STEAM
Museum in Swindon, England.
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A question from a viewer prompted Danny Harman to take a day long trip
out to the main lines to try and explain what some of these railroad terms
are.

See some of the remaining semaphore signals still in use on the former
ATSF Raton Subdivision in northeast New Mexico. It is the final stand for
these classic signals on a main line railroad.
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Amazing  videos  of  Kevin  Guthrie's  N-Scale  Chessie  System.  A  coal
focused layout with actual loading and unloading facilities. This is one of
the layouts that will be on tour during the NoVI 2025 Convention.

More information on the list of layouts can be found here.
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People's Choice Model Contest Entry Form
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NMRA Contest Forms - Entry Form 901, Model Contest Scoring Sheet Form 902

Note that only the NMRA Model Contest  requires the additional  Form 902 for  scoring
purposes. All other NMRA contests Photo, Arts & Crafts, Railroad Pass, etc., only require
an Entrant Form 901 for each entry in the NMRA Contest.

https://www.nmra.org/celebration-contests-2
https://www.nmra.org/celebration-contests-2
https://www.nmra.org/celebration-contests-3
https://www.nmra.org/celebration-contests-3
https://www.nmra.org/celebration-contests-2
https://www.nmra.org/celebration-contests-2


Photo Contest Judging Guidelines

The procedure used for judging the photo contest and an explanation of
what the judges will be looking for in general.
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Previous issues of the NMRA Turntable are available on the Turntable Archives page.
You must  first  log in  as a member  at: nmra.org   After  you  are  in  the  members-only
section, then you must hover over 'Publications' on the menu bar, then 'NMRA Turntable',
and then click on one of the list of back issues.
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